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things, we are reminded of Martineau's passion for symmetry: that we 
have here " a scale of no more nor less than twelve ' Categories ' of Moral 
Impulse ; of no more nor less than four classes with exactly three impulses 
each ; in which the third is, in some way, the result, or at least the equiva- 
lent, of the first two " (p. 53). Chapter V treats of " Theory of Prudence." 
The system is found to be less anti-Utilitarian than would at first appear. 
It is " at one time strictly intuitional, rather ascetic ; at another time we 
have regulated self-regard naively indicated" (p. 71). The theological 
implications of the system are treated in the short chapter on " Religion 
and Reverence." Dr. Hertz says of Kant and Martineau: " Both treat the 
problem in a most unsatisfactory way. To the Theist, too little is given ; 
to the non-Theist, too much is woven into the argument" (p. 76). In the 
conclusion, after paying a high tribute to Dr. Martineau, the author says : 
" If Martineau's book be typical of its class, Utilitarianism and Intuition- 
alism are no longer going along on parallel lines. Whether this is merely 
the approach of an asymptote to an hyperbole, however near, yet forever 
infinitely distant from the point of contact, or whether they are soon to 
intersect, only the future can tell " (p. 83). E. A. 

Einleitung in die Moralwissenschaft. Eine Kritik der ethischen 
Grundbegriffe. Von Georg Simmel. Zweiter (Schluss-) Band. Berlin. 
Verlag von Wilhelm Hertz. (Bessersche Buchhandlung.) 1893. — pp. 
viii, 426. 

We have here the promised conclusion of Dr. Simmel's Introduction to 
the Science of Ethics, the first volume of which was reviewed in the 
second volume of The Philosophical Review (pp. 226-231). The 
general estimate which we gave of that part may safely be extended to the 
present work. The aim of the book is a critical one. It investigates and 
analyzes certain ethical concepts, fundamental notions, pointing out their 
defects and inconsistencies. An author's product must be measured by the 
manner in which he realizes the end which he has set before himself. Dr. 
Simmel tells us plainly enough in the title what is the purpose of his efforts. 
His work professes to be a critique of ethical ground notions. Does it fulfill 
this mission, and how does it fulfill the same ? These are the questions 
which, in my belief, the reviewer has to answer. The demand for more 
positive results is an unfair one, under the circumstances. The author has 
the right, indeed he has the duty, to mark off for himself a field for investi- 
gation, and to confine his attention to the choice once made. He is to be 
judged by what he accomplishes within that sphere, not by what others 
would like to have him do outside of it. Many reviewers of the volume have 
therefore thoroughly misunderstood the tendency of the Einleitung, and 
have made unreasonable and premature demands for more positive results. 
Dr. Simmel will most likely furnish the world with something positive before 
he lays down his pen. But whether he does or not, is no concern of ours. 
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It seems as though he should be allowed to do, in his Introduction to a very 
important science, what every investigator ought to do : to study the ethical 
notions already formed, to subject the theories advanced to the severest 
criticism, to analyze that which is, before adding anything new to the large 
stock of notions in existence. We have had dogmatism enough to satisfy 
the most extravagant. Let us heartily welcome such careful and pains- 
taking criticism as is here presented to us. 

As Dr. Simmel himself declares, " the various chapters do not form a 
graduated scale, in which each part is articulated with the results of the 
other, and ultimately leads to a materially determined thema probandum. 
They are independent aggregates, standing side by side. The only principle 
which binds them together is the methodical aim which inspires them all, 
and the formal similarity of the results attained by the subject-matter of 
each chapter independently. The discussion of the essential ethical ground- 
concepts intends to show that each one of them is a collection of the most 
manifold and often contradictory tendencies and motives," etc. And this 
explains, the author goes on to say, " how a moral science, operating with 
concepts such as these, was able to reduce the most diverse phenomena to 
the same principle, and the same phenomena to the most diverse principles. 
It also explains how logical deduction and aptly selected experience suc- 
ceeded in proving as either true or false any combination whatever between 
those concepts. And finally it explains the origin of the belief that all the 
contents of Obligation (des Sollens) can be embraced under a single 
principle." 

Dr. Simmel remains true to the ideal which governs his undertaking. 
His study of the categorical imperative, freedom, and the unity and con- 
flict of ends, which concepts form the subject-matter of the second volume, 
is careful, acute, and exhaustive. Nothing seems to escape his observant 
eye. The various themes are thoroughly thought out, durchdacht, as the 
Germans would say. One is really surprised at the possibilities of the 
subject, at the many aspects which those apparently simple concepts 
present, at the serious contradictions involved in them, at the manner in 
which they conflict with the facts. His powers of discrimination are won- 
derful ; he dissects his subject-matter as beautifully as the skilled surgeon 
handles his. He is truly German in his patience and thoroughness, in his 
ceaseless efforts to get at the real meaning of the notions under considera- 
tion. Of course, the character of his aim is such as to make it no easy 
matter to study his book. There are breaks between the parts, breaks that 
are unavoidable under the circumstances. The logical reader who likes to 
follow the thread running through a discourse, uneasily gropes around in 
the dark, for there is no thread. In a work that aims to dissect rather than 
to construct, a thoroughly consecutive order of argument or continuity of 
thought is out of the question. When once the reader has become con- 
vinced of this, he will no longer be overcome by the obstacles which he 
is apt to throw in his own way. Perhaps, however, there might be an 
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improvement in the author's manner of presentation. He does not express 
his thoughts as clearly, simply, and emphatically as one could wish. His 
sentences are often long and involved, he has a tendency to be somewhat 
too profuse, and he is overfond of technical terms. But his well-chosen 
and suggestive illustrations assist one materially in surmounting difficulties. 
Dr. Simmel's general estimate of the science of ethics is significant, and 
should be taken to heart. Ethics, he believes, has reached the turning 
point which all sciences had to pass ; it now begins to describe the par- 
ticular facts, it is no longer dominated by the rule of general concepts. 
" In other words, ethics leaves the philosophical stage, from which it, like 
other sciences, started out, and to which, indeed, it clung somewhat longer 
than other disciplines." Dr. Simmel is right. The scientific ethics of to- 
day is profiting by the example of other branches of learning ; it is becoming 
inductive. Its business is to study moral phenomena without regard to 
practical considerations ; it strives to reach a theory of morality, not an 
evaluation of the same. First the facts, then the general concepts based 
on these facts ! To be sure, the a priori element cannot, with impunity, be 
ignored here any more than in physical science. Induction alone is not 
enough ; we need to explain the laws we reach, and to give them orderly 
arrangement. 

It is impossible, of course, to give a resume of the contents of a book 
like Dr. Simmel's. One would have to offer all the criticisms of concepts 
which the author makes. The following may serve as a crude exemplifica- 
tion of his method. In discussing Kant's categorical imperative, he first 
endeavors to discover the exact meaning of the notion. The imperative : 
" Act only on that maxim whereby thou canst at the same time will that it 
should become a universal law," serves a double purpose. It describes the 
form which characterizes the objective side of moral acts, and at the same 
time gives us the psychological motive for the fulfillment of the law, thus 
furnishing us with the criterion of subjective morality. For morality con- 
sists not merely in doing one's duty, but in doing it because it is one's duty. 
Now, why should Kant lay such stress on the performance of duty for 
duty's sake ; why should he find in this the very kernel of morality ? Simply 
because the ends of morality will be the better subserved, if the agent 
executes an act for its own sake and not for the sake of its quality or 
consequences. In the latter case, there is always some danger of non- 
fulfillment. A reliable disposition to perform moral acts must be formed, 
and this can be done only in case duty is regarded as an end in itself. 
There can be no doubt that this is a satisfactory explanation of the ' duty 
for duty's sake ' formula. It agrees, I believe, with Leslie Stephen's account 
of it. 

The categorical imperative has also a logical meaning. In order that an 
act be judged as moral, it must be able to be thought as a universal act. 
Dr. Simmel does not see the logical connection between the first and second 
part of the law. From the formula, 'do your duty for duty's sake,' it does 
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not follow that you should act so that your act may be the maxim of uni- 
versal legislation. Why should not a man feel that an act is for him moral, 
that could not become the norm of others' conduct ? The criterion : What 
would happen, if all acted like me? cannot avail in some cases, because 
if all acted uniformly, no evil would result. Besides, why make such a 
demand, when we are sure that all will not act in the same way ? The 
demand is based on the belief that morality would be furthered if the 
agent's moral act were to become general, which is not the case. An end 
may, perhaps, be best realized, if A acts in a certain way, and B acts 
differently under the same circumstances. We must reckon with the fact 
that personalities differ. 

The book will be found to be of great value to students of ethics, and 
should be carefully considered by writers on moral subjects. 

Frank Thilly. 
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